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For Immediate Release:  10 September 2010
FIRST PHASE OF EMERGENCY CENTRE OPENS AT 

VICTORIA GENERAL HOSPITAL
Winnipeg, MB – Health Minister Theresa Oswald officially opened the first phase of a new $20.5 million Emergency Centre at the Victoria General Hospital today, a spacious and vibrant facility designed to meet the urgent health care needs of a growing community.

 "The Victoria General Hospital has earned an outstanding reputation by providing top quality health care to the people of this growing community over the past century," said Oswald. "With this new state-of-the-art emergency department, the Vic is well positioned to continue providing exceptional care for another hundred years."

A new 12,000 square foot addition has been added to the existing emergency department. This new addition and a portion of the existing space will open as part of the first phase of the project and features a three-bay ambulance garage with a decontamination area, a significantly larger waiting room with a children’s play area, a bariatric treatment room, and an isolation room for treating patients with potentially infectious diseases.

Once complete, the new Emergency Centre will divide patients into two streams: those requiring acute emergency care will be treated in one area and those requiring urgent care for minor injuries will be treated in another. This process is expected to maximize care for those with serious health issues and minimize wait times.

Arlene Wilgosh, President & CEO of the WRHA, said the new space will benefit patients, their families and staff.

“This is a space designed with people in mind. There’s lots of natural lights, increased privacy and better working areas,” she said. “It will help reduce what is by its very nature a stressful experience for patients and their families.”

The Emergency Centre is also supported by the Victoria General Hospital Foundation, which is working to raise $9.5 million for three projects at the hospital: the new Emergency Centre, the completed Buhler Cancer Centre, and an upgrade to two existing operating rooms that will outfit them with state-of-the-art minimally invasive surgery equipment and technology. 

“We are so pleased with the support we have received from the province and our community to help us continue to provide high quality care for our patients,” said Victoria General Hospital President & COO Francis LaBossière. “It is exciting to see the development of a facility that reflects the changing needs of our growing community.”

To date, the Victoria General Hospital Foundation has raised $8.8 million toward their $9.5 million goal.

“We are so grateful for the individuals, businesses, and community groups who so generously support patient care at the Vic,” said Victoria General Hospital Foundation Board of Directors Chair Pierre Campeau. “Their dedication to ensuring high quality health care is available for this community is truly inspiring.”

The Vic’s emergency department will remain open and operational for the duration of construction. The project is expected to be complete in fall 2011.
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